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Give the People a Chance 



Give the People a Chance 

“Now, this is the last ministers’ 
meeting we will have unless you 
wish to meet together yourselves. 
If the ministers will not 
receive the light, I want to 
give the people a chance; 
perhaps they may receive it.”                                                 
Ellen G. White, “Morning Talk,” Oct. 24, 
1888; in 1888 Materials, p. 152.



South Lancaster Academy Jan. 1889 

South Lancaster, Massachusetts 



South Lancaster Village Church 

South Lancaster, Massachusetts 



A. T. Jones

Ellen White

S. N. Haskell

South Lancaster, Massachusetts 



South Lancaster, MA:          
January 1889 

“To the praise of God we would make 
mention of this general gathering. It was a 
season of refreshing to those who attended 
it…. It was decided that it would be for the 
interest of the students to have the school 
closed, that they might have the benefit of the 
meetings…. (cont.)

S. N. Haskell



South Lancaster, MA:          
January 1889 

“During the meetings, instruction was given by Eld. Jones on the subject 
of church and state, and also on the duties of church officers.… but it 
was the religious meetings that were so characterized by the 
outpouring of the Spirit of God. There was no urging, and not 
even was there a call made for those who desired to come forward for 
prayers; and no excitement was noticeable in any of the meetings, but 
an intense self-examination on the part of nearly all in attendance.”                                                                                          
S. N. Haskell, “The General Meeting at South Lancaster, Mass.,” Review and Herald, Jan. 29, 1889, p. 
73.



“The meetings continued a week beyond their 
first appointment. The school was dismissed, and 
all made earnest work of seeking the Lord. Eld. 
Jones came from Boston, and labored most 
earnestly for the people, speaking twice and 
sometimes three times a day. The flock of God 
were fed with soul-nourishing food. The very 
message the Lord has sent to the people 
of this time was presented in the 
discourses…. (cont.)

South Lancaster, MA:          
January 1889 



“There were many, even among the ministers, who saw the truth as it is 
in Jesus in a light in which they had never before viewed it. They 
saw the Saviour as a sin-pardoning Saviour, and the truth as the 
sanctifier of the soul…. 

“Both students and teachers have shared largely in the blessing of God. 
The deep movings of the Spirit of God have been felt upon almost every 
heart. The general testimony was borne by those who attended the 
meeting that they had obtained an experience beyond anything they 
had known before.... (cont.)

South Lancaster, MA:          
January 1889 



South Lancaster, MA:                
January 1889 

“There are many who seem to feel that they have a great work to do themselves 
before they can come to Christ for His salvation. They seem to think that Jesus 
will come in at the very last of their struggle, and give them help by putting the 
finishing touch to their life-work. 

“It seems difficult for them to understand that Christ is a complete Saviour, and 
able to save to the uttermost all that come unto God by him. They lose sight of 
the fact that Christ himself is ‘the way, the truth, and the life.’ When we 
individually rest upon Christ, with full assurance of faith, trusting alone to the 
efficacy of his blood to cleanse from all sin, we shall have peace in believing that 
what God has promised he is able to perform. (cont.)



South Lancaster, MA:  
January 1889 

“There were many who testified that as the searching truths had been presented, 
they had been convicted in the light of the law as transgressors. They had been 
trusting in their own righteousness. Now they saw it as filthy rags, in comparison 
with the righteousness of Christ, which is alone acceptable to God. 

“While they had not been open transgressors, they saw themselves depraved and 
degraded in heart. They had substituted other gods in the place of their Heavenly 
Father. They had struggled to refrain from sin, but had trusted in their own 
strength. We should go to Jesus just as we are, confess our sins, and cast 
our helpless souls upon our compassionate Redeemer. This subdues the pride of 
the heart, and is a crucifixion of self. (cont.)



South Lancaster, MA:  
January 1889 

“I have never seen a revival work go forward with such 
thoroughness, and yet remain so free from all undue 
excitement. 

“There was no urging or inviting. The people were not called forward, but 
there was a solemn realization that Christ came not to call the righteous, 
but sinners, to repentance.... We seemed to breathe in the very atmosphere 
of heaven. Angels were indeed hovering around…. The Lord had visited 
his people.”                                                                                                         
Ellen G. White, “Meetings at South Lancaster Mass,” Review and Herald, March 5,1889; in 1888 
Materials, pp. 267-268.



South Lancaster, MA:  
January 1889 

“One place we were laboring in America, and there was every youth in our college at 
South Lancaster, Massachusetts, converted as we were telling them the simple story 
of the cross, to come to Jesus just as they were… 

“I missed the youth there one evening, and I inquired, ‘Where are they? They have 
been here, but they are not here now.’ Soon a whole class of them came in and took 
their seats. Then they got up and began to bear their testimonies--I have done wrong 
to such a neighbor, I have done wrong to such a man, I have done this sin and that and 
the other one. And another one stood up on his feet and bore his confessions. They 
said, ‘I wanted to come to this meeting knowing that I had removed the last stumbling 
block before my feet and the feet of others.’ What a testimony they bore.”                                                                                           
Ellen G. White, Manuscript 49, 1894; in Manuscript Releases, vol. 10, p. 308, vol. 5, p. 234.a



South Lancaster, MA:  
January 1889 

“The most prominent feature was the deep conviction 
resting on many because of their sins. Grievances of 
long standing, known only to the parties themselves, 
were removed; confessions and restitutions were made 
in many instances. Much of this work was done in a 
quiet manner, between those who were concerned, so 
that nothing was known of it until the confession or 
restitution was made; and then testimony would be 
borne in [the] meeting…. There was a freedom in 
confession that is seldom witnessed, and nothing 
appeared to be forced. (cont.)

S. N. Haskell



South Lancaster, MA:  
January 1889 

“No pressure was brought to bear upon any; but when 
the sin was confessed, the song of praise and thanksgiving 
which followed was refreshing indeed. Expressions like the 
following, even from old Sabbath-keepers, were 
frequently heard: 

“‘I never experienced anything like this.’ ‘It 
seems we have a new gospel.’ ‘I never 
understood the love of God as I do at the present 
time. His character appears so different to me 
from what it ever did before,’ etc. (cont.)

S. N. Haskell



South Lancaster, MA:  
January 1889 

“To give an adequate description of such an 
occasion would be extremely difficult. One needs 
to be present, and partake of the spirit, in order 
to appreciate the work accomplished. A solemn 
impression rested upon many that it was a few 
drops of what will be experienced by 
those who have a part in the closing work,
—in the loud cry of the third angel's message that 
will ripen off the grain for the harvest.... (cont.)

S. N. Haskell



South Lancaster, MA:  
January 1889 

“From the stand-point of Seventh-day Adventists, 
when we consider the efforts that are being made to 
make an image to the beast, the rising of the papacy, 
and the uniting of Protestants with Catholics in this 
work, the spread of the truth in foreign fields, and 
the outpouring of the Spirit of God, as it has 
been manifested in Oakland, Battle Creek, 
and South Lancaster, we cannot but think that it is 
high time to prepare for the coming of the King of 
kings. (cont.) 

S. N. Haskell



South Lancaster, MA:  
January 1889 

“Can it be true that the hope which has 
apparently been so long deferred is about to be 
realized? Can it be true that we are really 
in the midst of the outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit? which will increase in power 
and extent until it swells into the loud 
cry of the third angel's message?”                                                            
S. N. Haskell, “The General Meeting at South Lancaster, Mass.,” 
Review and Herald, Jan. 29, 1889, p. 73.

S. N. Haskell



South Lancaster, MA:  
January 1889 

“Those who were at South Lancaster last 
winter know that the church and the school 
were moved upon by the Spirit of God. Nearly 
every student was swept in by the heavenly 
current, and living testimonies were given that 
were not surpassed even by the testimonies 
of 1844 before the disappointment.”                                        
Ellen G. White, “Draw Nigh to God,” Review and Herald, March 4, 
1890.



South Lancaster, MA:  
January 1889 

“The glory of God came into that meeting. It 
seemed at times at the commencement of the 
meeting that the glory of God was about to 
drop upon us, but it did not come only to a few, 
but at this time like a tidal wave it swept 
through that congregation, and what a 
time of rejoicing…. (cont.)



South Lancaster, MA:  
January 1889 

“Now it was a miracle of God's mercy that took 
every student in that school and transformed 
them in character, and sent them out as 
missionaries. Two of the teachers are now in 
Tahiti as missionaries that were in that meeting. 
The light of the glory of God was there.”                                                      
Ellen G. White, “Campmeeting Sermon at Ashfield, Australia,” 
Nov. 3, 1894, Manuscript 49, 1894; in Manuscript Releases, vol. 10, p. 
308, vol. 5, p. 234.



Give the People a Chance 
Camp Meeting Revivals 1889 

• South Lancaster, Maine  

• Chicago, Illinois 

• Ottawa, Kansas 

• Williamsport, Pennsylvania 

• Rome, New York 

• Wexford, Michigan 

W. W. Prescott A. T. Jones

E. J. Waggoner

Ellen White

S. N. Haskell



Summary of Camp Meeting 
Revivals 1889 

“We have traveled all through to the different places of the meetings that I might 
stand side by side with the messengers of God that I knew were His messengers, that 
I knew had a message for His people. I gave my message with them right in 
harmony with the very message they were bearing. What did we see? We 
saw a power attending the message. … 

“And there at South Lancaster, the mighty movings of the Spirit of God were there. 
Some are here that were in that meeting. God revealed His glory; and every student 
in the college was brought to the door there in confession, and the movings of the 
Spirit of God were there. And thus from place to place, everywhere we went we 
saw the movings of the Spirit of God.”                                                                                   
Ellen G. White Manuscript 9, 1890, pp. 7, 8; in Manuscript Releases, pp. 257-258.



Summary of Camp Meeting 
Revivals 1889 

“I have traveled from place to place, attending meetings where the message 
of the righteousness of Christ was preached. I considered it a privilege to 
stand by the side of my brethren, and give my testimony with the message for 
the time; 

“and I saw that the power of God attended the message wherever 
it was spoken. You could not make the people believe in South 
Lancaster that it was not a message of light that came to them. 
The people confessed their sins, and appropriated the righteousness of Christ. 
God has set his hand to do this work.”                                                                                                                
Ellen G. White, “The Present Message,” Morning Talk, Feb. 4, 1890, Review and Herald, March 18, 1890.



Summary of Camp Meeting 
Revivals 1889 

“All the testimonies to which I have listened 
have been of an elevating character. They 
say that the past year has been the 
best of their life; the light shining forth 
from the Word of God has been clear and 
distinct--justification by faith, Christ our 
righteousness.”                     Ellen G. White, “The 
Excellence of Christ,” Manuscript 10, Oct. 1889; in 1888 
Materials, p. 447.



1890-1891 Ministerial Institute 



1891 Ministerial Institute 

“Each morning there was a 
meeting at half past five for the 
ministers, and these were special 
seasons of refreshing from the 
presence of the Lord. These 
ministers' meetings were of a 
solemn character. There was 
depth of feeling, thanksgiving and 
praise, offered to God for His 
precious blessing bestowed in the 
searching of His word…. (cont.) 



“The ministerial institute was a 
season of close searching of the 
Scriptures…. Right in the midst 
of their study, during the past 
winter, there have been times 
where there was not a question 
with the class but that the 
Comforter, the Holy Spirit of 
God, was doing His work.”                         
Ellen G. White to Brethren Fulton and Burke, Letter 3, 
March 20, 1891; in Manuscript Releases, Vol. 3, p. 194.

1891 Ministerial Institute 



1891 General Conference 

Battle Creek Tabernacle



Waggoner: 1891 General 
Conference 

“When we have strong faith that Christ is 
abiding in us, we can go forth to work for 
others with power, and join our voices with 
those of the angels in heaven, and then the 
message will go with a loud cry. The reason 
that it has not gone with a loud cry is because 
we have not grasped it in its fullness…. (cont.)

E. J. Waggoner



Waggoner: 1891 General 
Conference 

“Then we submit ourselves to him, and the 
power will rest upon us, and the word that we 
preach will go with power, and the loud cry of 
the third angel's message will be here. I 
rejoice to night in the belief that the 
loud cry is now beginning.”                                                         
E. J. Waggoner, “Bible Study Letter to The Romans, No. 16,” 
General Conference Daily Bulletin, March 25, 1891, pp. 238-246.



A. G. Daniells:  
1891 General Conference 

“It was at the Conference of 1891, when the 
ministers who were preaching that message 
gave such stirring sermons and messages here in 
this Tabernacle. Do you know that the mighty 
pulsations of your meeting here in this 
Tabernacle were felt all around the globe? 
(Cont.)

A. G. Daniells



A. G. Daniells:  
1891 General Conference 

“We felt them in Australia, and when we got the BULLETINS, and 
began to read, our hearts were stirred, and I have seen our brethren 
sit and read those messages with the tears streaming down 
their cheeks; I have seen them fairly convulsed with the power there 
was in the message, even though only printed in the BULLETIN….

“Although they had not had their attention called to the message before, 
as they read the BULLETINS, they went down on their knees, and 
found the righteousness which is of faith.”                                                                         
A. G. Daniells, “Sermon, April 14, 1901,” General Conference Bulletin, April 16, 1901, p. 272.



1891 General Conference 

“But few who came [to the 1891 GC] went 
away without feeling that they had received a 
special blessing from God, and that they could 
go out to their fields of labor with the 
assurance that more of the power of his Spirit 
would attend their labors in the future than in 
the past. (cont.)

W. A. Colcord



1891 General Conference 

“It is evident that God is waiting to greatly 
bless his people, that as soon as they place 
themselves in right relations to him, 
such showers of divine grace will fall 
upon them as will make the heart 
tender and give power in proclaiming 
the truths of the gospel.”                                                        
W. A. Colcord, “The General Conference,” General Conference 
Daily Bulletin, April 13, 1891, p. 251.

W. A. Colcord



1891 General Conference: 
Ellen White’s Concerns 

“In the fear and love of God I tell those before 
whom I stand today that there is increased light 
for us, and that great blessings come with the 
reception of this light. And when I see my 
brethren stirred with anger against God's 
messages and messengers, I think of similar 
scenes in the life of Christ and the reformers…. 
The leaders of the people today pursue the same 
course of action that the Jews pursued…. (cont.)



1891 General Conference: 
Ellen White’s Concerns 

“The Lord has been calling his people. In a most 
marked manner he has revealed his divine presence. 
But the message and the messengers have not 
been received but despised…. In rejecting the 
message given at Minneapolis, men committed sin. 
They have committed far greater sin by retaining for 
years the same hatred against God's messengers, by 
rejecting the truth that the Holy Spirit has 
been urging home.”                                                                                   
Ellen G. White, Manuscript 30, 1890; in 1888 Materials, pp. 911, 913.



1891 General Conference: 
Ellen White’s Concerns 

“I know that a work must 
be done for the people or 
many will not receive the 
light of the angel which is 
sent from heaven to fill the 
whole earth with his glory. 
(cont.) 



1891 General Conference: 
Ellen White’s Concerns 

“Do not think that when the latter 
rain comes you will be a vessel unto 
honor to receive the showers of 
blessing--even the glory of God--when 
you have been lifting up your souls 
unto vanity, speaking perverse things, 
secretly cherishing the roots of 
bitterness you brought to 
Minneapolis, which you have carefully 
cultivated and watered ever since.”                        
Ellen G. White, Manuscript 40, 1890, “The Salamanca Vision,” 
written March, 1891; in 1888 Materials, pp. 917-949.



1891 General Conference: 
Ellen White’s Concerns 

“Some have manifested a spirit of 
Pharisaic prejudice and criticism. As 
soon as this is indulged, the holy angels 
depart from you; for they cannot 
administer to sin. You possess in a large 
degree the same spirit that was revealed 
in the Conference at Minneapolis…. 
(cont.)



1891 General Conference: 
Ellen White’s Concerns 

“In the revival work that has been going 
forward here during the past winter we 
have seen no fanaticism. But I will tell 
you what I have seen. I have seen men 
who were so lifted up in themselves, and 
so stubborn, that their hearts were 
enshrouded in darkness. All the light that 
Heaven graciously sent them was 
interpreted to be darkness.”                                                    
Ellen G. White, “Our Present Dangers,” talk delivered 
March 24, 1891, General Conference Daily Bulletin, April 13, 
1891, pp. 256-262; in 1888 Materials, pp. 901, 904.



Remembering Our Past:  
1844 -1888 



Remembering Our Past 

“Now could Elder Loughborough use his 
talent in Michigan for a time, and in other 
states, his firm position on the 
testimonies would revive the faith of those 
who have been misled by the doubts and 
unbelief of those who have weakened the faith 
and confidence of churches in them.”                                                            
Ellen G. White to O. A. Olsen, Letter 46, May 8, 1890; in 1888 
Materials, p. 647.

J. N. Loughborough



Remembering Our Past 

“I hear everywhere I go objections to the testimonies, quoting Elders 
Smith and Butler. They do not believe the testimonies; they do not 
accept that which Sister White has had in reproof of their course….

“I consider the position and work of Elders Butler, Farnsworth, Smith, 
and numerous others, is to unsettle the faith of the people of God by 
things which they say but which they ought not to say, and things left 
unsaid which they ought to say. And this state of things -- unbelief, 
prejudice, and Pharisaism -- is leavening the church…. (cont.)



Remembering Our Past 

“Elder Loughborough has stood firmly for the testimonies, and should 
not he who dares to be true be especially cared for? Should not he be 
placed in a position where he can do the most good?... The Lord would 
have his voice heard as was John's, telling the things he has seen, and 
that which he has heard, which he himself has experienced in the 
rise and progress of the third angel’s message. (cont.)



“Now, Brother Olsen, find some one else for Nebraska and let Elder 
Loughborough stand in his right place, as a Caleb, coming to the front 
and bearing a decided testimony in the face of unbelief and doubts and 
skepticism.…

“[T]he [half hearted] efforts that have been made for the few years past 
tend to put out the eyes that Israel shall not discern their defections, 
and God withholds His Spirit from them and darkness 
envelopes them as it did the Jewish nation.”                                                                                                
Ellen G. White to O. A. Olsen, Letter 20, Oct. 7, 1890; in 1888 Materials, pp. 714-718.

Remembering Our Past 



1891 Camp Meetings 



J. N. Loughborough

A. T. Jones

O. A. Olsen

W. W. Prescott E. J. Waggoner



“My lonely brethren, make a desperate effort to reach our camp-
meetings and institutes at least.  It is reasonable to believe that in the 
very near future, at some of our general gatherings, when we are ‘all 
with one accord in one place,’ the latter rain will drop upon us in 
a marked degree.  

“Indeed, there can be no question but that a ‘sound from heaven’ has 
already been heard, a glad herald of a glorious reviving.  It is at these 
places we catch more and more of the spirit of the message as it is 
today…. (cont.)

Get Ready for the 1891  
Camp meetings 



Get Ready for the 1891  
Camp meetings 

“Take the Review and as many more of our periodicals as possible. 
Keep tracts on hand, and use them. Attend our general meetings. ‘Pray 
without ceasing;’ drink in the latter rain; help swell the loud cry 
of the third angel's message in its onward march around the 
world, remembering it is Christ in you that does all this; and meet us in 
the kingdom.”                                                                                            
W. W. Stebbins, “Reflections Upon Visiting the Lonely Ones,” Review and Herald, June 23, 1891, p. 
386.



 “We have the promise of the presence of 
Elders Loughborough and A. T. Jones, and we 
hope to have other good help from the General 
Conference. Elder Loughborough … the oldest 
minister in point of service among us as a 
people, his early experiences and 
reminiscences are very interesting, and are 
calculated to inspire faith in the message and 
the spirit of prophecy that attends it; and it is 
hoped that as many as possible will avail 
themselves of this opportunity of seeing and 
hearing him…. (cont.)

Get Ready for Camp meeting 

G. A. Irwin



“We are planning to have the meeting 
conducted in harmony with the 
suggestions of sister White in her 
recent articles in the Review, and 
nothing will be attempted that will 
detract from the spiritual interest of the 
meeting…. Shall we not, brethren … 
confess our sins and humble our hearts 
before him and become converted, that 
He may pour out a blessing upon us at 
this meeting, such as we have never 
received before?”                                                              
G. A. Irwin, “The Ohio Camp-Meeting,” Review and Herald,  July 
21, 1891, p. 462.

Get Ready for Camp meeting 

G. A. Irwin



Mount Vernon, Ohio, 
August 18-25, 1891 

J. N. Loughborough

W. W. Prescott

A. T. Jones



Mount Vernon, Ohio,  
August 18-25, 1891 

“This meeting, held at Mount Vernon, was in 
several respects the most remarkable which it was 
ever our privilege to attend. From the beginning 
until the close, the Spirit of God was present 
in a wonderful manner, and was witnessed in 
the power of the spoken word, the outpouring of 
spiritual blessings and the healing of the sick.… 
(cont.)

L. A. Smith



“Graphic pictures of earlier days, and of the 
power of God which attended the proclamation of 
the first message, were furnished by Elder 
Loughborough, much to the interest and 
edification of all. Prof. Prescott gave timely 
instruction on the nature of faith, and also 
delivered an address on education, answering the 
question, Why do we, need denominational 
schools?… (cont.)

Mount Vernon, Ohio,  
August 18-25, 1891 

L. A. Smith



“The subject of righteousness by faith was the 
one great and central theme of the meeting. As 
the wonderful truths relative to this subject were drawn 
from the store-house of God's word and held up in all 
their beauty before the assembled campers, divested of 
every obscuring tradition, and a vision was obtained of 
the blessings which were theirs through the 
righteousness of Christ, many were led to yield 
themselves fully into the hands of God and claim the 
blessings of His promises. (Cont.)

Mount Vernon, Ohio,  
August 18-25, 1891 

L. A. Smith



Mount Vernon, Ohio,  
August 18-25, 1891 

“Never before have we seen a camp so 
permeated and pervaded by the sentiment 
of praise to God. At the early morning meetings, 
at family worship, at all other meetings of a social 
nature, it was the theme of every testimony and the 
thought of every heart. (Cont.)

L. A. Smith



Mount Vernon, Ohio,  
August 18-25, 1891 

“And as the incense of praise arose in its fullness to 
heaven from the tented grove, the blessing of God 
descended in richest measure upon the hearts of 
his joyful people. The testimony of many was, 
We never saw it on this wise before.”                                                                                                              
L. A. Smith, “The Ohio Camp-meeting,” Review and Herald, Sept. 1, 
1891, p. 552-553.

L. A. Smith



Mount Vernon Sanitarium



Mount Vernon, Ohio,  
August 18-25, 1891 

“A very short intervening space separated the camp 
from the Mount Vernon Sanitarium, the hospitality of 
which contributed much to the pleasantness of the 
situation. This well-known health resort is at the 
present time filled with patients,… 

“Not the least remarkable feature of the meeting was 
one to which we have already alluded,—the 
manifestation of God's power to heal the sick 
and those otherwise physically afflicted. (cont.)

L. A. Smith



Mount Vernon, Ohio,  
August 18-25, 1891 

“Thirty persons experienced the healing of the 
divine touch in answer to the prayers of faith, and 
it was again made literally true that ‘the blind 
see, the lame walk, the deaf hear.’ So wonderful a 
token of God's nearness to His people has done 
much to impress and rejoice the hearts of all as 
they return to their homes.”                                                            
L. A. Smith, “The Ohio Camp-meeting,” Review and Herald, Sept. 1, 
1891, p. 552-553.

L. A. Smith



“As Christ was lifted up in his loveliness, the 
blessing and power of God seemed all ready and 
waiting to respond to the faith of the people. The 
Lord drew very near. The entire camp was deeply 
moved. Shouts of victory and song of praise, the 
rejoicings of those who had found peace in 
believing and joy in the Holy Ghost, were heard 
on every side. (Cont.)

Mount Vernon, Ohio,  
August 18-25, 1891 

J. N. Loughborough



“As, the power of God was especially manifested, many of 
the afflicted were encouraged to seek him as the Great 
Physician; and as the rule in James 5 was followed, over a 
score of persons were ‘anointed with oil in the name of the 
Lord,’ and declared themselves healed, both soul and body 
through the goodness and power of God. 
“I can bear witness that the Ohio camp-meeting 
was the nearest approach to a pentecostal 
outpouring of the Spirit of God I have witnessed 
since 1844.”                        
J. N. Loughborough, “Ohio Camp-Meeting,” Review and Herald, Sept. 15, 1891, p. 
571.

Mount Vernon, Ohio,  
August 18-25, 1891 

J. N. Loughborough



Ellen White Description of Healings 

“In visions of the night, 
representations passed before me 
of a great reformatory movement 
among God's people. Many were 
praising God. The sick were 
healed, and other miracles were 
wrought. A spirit of intercession 
was seen, even as was manifested 
before the great Day of Pentecost. 
(cont.) 



“Hundreds and thousands were 
seen visiting families and opening 
before them the word of God. 
Hearts were convicted by the 
power of the Holy Spirit, and a 
spirit of genuine conversion was 
manifest. (Cont.)

Ellen White Description of Healings 



“On every side doors were 
thrown open to the 
proclamation of the truth. The 
world seemed to be lightened 
with the heavenly influence. 
Great blessings were received 
by the true and humble people 
of God. I heard voices of 
thanksgiving and praise, and 
there seemed to be a 
reformation such as we 
witnessed in 1844.”                                                                 
Ellen G. White, Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 126 [1907].

Ellen White Description of Healings 



Decatur Illinois, 
September 8-16, 1891 

J. N. Loughborough

J. O. Corliss

E. J. Waggoner



Decatur, Illinois,  
September 8-16, 1891 

 “About 325 of our people were encamped on 
the ground. The meeting, as a whole, was 
pronounced by, those present as the best 
camp-meeting they had ever attended 
in the State. Aside from our State workers, 
Elders Waggoner and Corliss were with us 
and rendered very efficient aid in dispensing 
the word of life to the people…. (cont.)

J. N. Loughborough



Decatur, Illinois,  
September 8-16, 1891 

“In this meeting we had a good opportunity to test 
the practicability of a camp-meeting 
devoted almost entirely to instruction in 
seeking the Lord….

“The Lord blessed his people abundantly as we 
drew near to him. Shouts of praise and rejoicing 
went up to heaven for victories gained, 
pardon for sin, and deliverance from 
physical infirmities. On the 15th, twenty-five 
were baptized by brother Huffman. Quite a 
number of these were persons who had obtained 
the Lord's forgiveness during the meeting.”                                                                                 
J. N. Loughborough,  “The Illinois Camp-meeting,” Review and Herald, Oct. 6, 1891, p. 619.

J. N. Loughborough



Summary of Ohio & Illinois Camp 
meetings 

“The camp-meetings in Ohio and in 
Illinois, attended by Bro. Loughborough, 
were also extraordinary seasons. The 
Lord wrought in a most remarkable 
manner, especially in a deep 
spiritual experience, and in the 
healing of many that were sick…. 
Such things have not been very common 
in our experience for some years in the 
past. The same was also the case in 
Illinois [as in Ohio]…. (cont.)

E. H. GatesO. A. Olsen



Summary of Ohio & Illinois Camp 
meetings 

“The Lord has been leading out the 
minds of our brethren in a remarkable 
manner, and we see many evidences 
of the rising power of the 
message. The subject of faith, which 
began to be talked before you left, has 
been accepted by a much larger 
number, and I am glad that it is 
bringing in an experience that many 
have not known before.”                                                                                                
O. A. Olsen to E. H. Gates, Sept. 21, 1891.

O. A. Olsen E. H. Gates



Indiana, Aug. 25–Sept. 1, 1891  



Indiana, Aug. 25–Sept. 1, 1891  

“During this time, the religious services were conducted mainly by Elders A. T. 
Jones, W. W. Prescott, and the writer. The Bible doctrine of justification by faith, 
the power of God’s word, his willingness to bless his people, and his leadings in 
the rise and progress of the third angel’s message, were the principle themes 
discoursed upon…. (cont.)



“The necessary business of the Conference was not neglected, but 
condensed into as little space as possible. The result of this was more 
time to seek the Lord…. [T]here was much of the blessing of 
God at this annual gathering, and the brethren and sisters 
testified that it was the best camp-meeting they had ever had 
in the State.”                                                                                                        
J. N. Loughborough, “Indiana Camp-Meeting,” Review and Herald, Sept. 29, 1891, p. 604.

Indiana, Aug. 25–Sept. 1, 1891  



Lansing, MI, Aug. 27-Sept. 8, 1891 

 “Do you have an appreciation of the work 
and mission of the Holy Spirit? Do you 
realize that the Holy Spirit is the agency 
whereby we are to reach the souls of those 
around us? When this meeting shall close, 
will you go from here and forget the 
earnest appeals that have been made to 
you? will the messages of warning be left 
unheeded, and the truth you have heard 
leak out of your heart as water leaks out of 
a broken vessel?.... (cont.)



“The third angel’s message is swelling into a loud cry, and you 
must not feel at liberty to neglect the present duty, and still entertain the 
idea that at some future time you will be the recipients of great blessing, 
when without any effort on your part a wonderful revival will take 
place. To-day you are to give yourselves to God, that he may make of 
you vessels unto honor, and meet for his service…. (cont.)

Lansing, MI, Aug. 27-Sept. 8, 1891 



Lansing, MI, Aug. 27-Sept. 8, 
1891 

“Today you are to have your vessel 
purified that it may be ready for the 
heavenly dew, ready for the showers 
of the latter rain; for the latter rain will 
come, and the blessing of God will fill every 
soul that is purified from every defilement.”                                                          
Ellen G. White, “‘It Is Not For You to Know the Times and the 
Seasons,’” sermon at Lansing Michigan, Sept. 5, 1891; in 
Review and Herald, March 22, 1892, and 1888 Materials, pp. 
958-959.



Lansing, MI, Aug. 27-Sept. 8, 
1891 

“The Lord gave [Ellen White] great freedom and much power in 
speaking to the people. I do not think I ever heard her speak with more 
force, clearness, and the power of God, than on this occasion. She dwelt 
especially upon our need of the converting power of God and a deep 
religious experience. She felt a great burden for the ministry, and 
entreated the servants of God to seek the Lord for a fitting up to bear 
the message of truth to his people.… (cont.)



“Besides the ministers of the Michigan Conference, the brethren and 
sisters at the camp-meeting were favored with the labors of Elders E. J. 
Waggoner,  J. O. Corliss, and E. W. Farnsworth…. 

“Many who came to the meeting with an uncertain experience, went 
away rejoicing in the love of God. There was no special excitement in 
any way, but every heart was deeply affected, and there seemed to be a 
sense of God's presence that was remarkable.”                                                      
O. A. Olsen, “A Good Camp-Meeting,” Review and Herald, Sept. 29, 1891, p. 601.

Lansing, MI, Aug. 27-Sept. 8, 
1891 



Rise and Progress of the 
Seventh-day Adventists 



Ellen White’s Endorsement of 
Camp meetings  

“Brother Loughborough began his labors in this cause at so early a period in its 
history, that he is able to speak from personal experience of all the interesting 
features that have been developed in the progress of the work to the present 
time. 

“From the same stand-point he also notes many incidents in which the gift of 
prophecy, connected with this work from the beginning, has been manifested to 
guard against unseen evils, and lead to advance steps and greater spiritual 
strength in the promulgation of the truth. We here have a view of the inner 
workings of this movement with which all our people should be acquainted.”                         
Ellen White, “A New Book,” Review and Herald, Sept. 20, 1892, p. 608.



Ellen White’s Endorsement of 
Camp meetings  

“Those who, since the Minneapolis meeting, have had the privilege of listening 
to the words spoken by the messengers of God, Elder A.T. Jones, Prof. Prescott, 
Brn. E. J. Waggoner, O. A. Olsen, and many others, at the campmeetings 
and ministerial institutes, have had the invitation, ‘Come, for all things are 
now ready. Come to the supper prepared for you.’ 

“Light, heaven's light, has been shining. The trumpet has given a certain sound. 
Those who have made their various excuses for neglecting to respond to the 
call, have lost much. The light has been shining upon justification by 
faith and the imputed righteousness of Christ…. (cont.)



“The call is sounding, Come, for all things are now ready. Those 
who will be worked by the Holy Spirit bear the living testimony, 
and have not only a theory of the truth, but are God’s witnesses. 

“These will not continually follow the meetings, that they themselves may 
be benefited, by hearing more and still more, But in humble trust and 
living faith they will search the Scriptures, for Christ says, They testify of 
me. They will walk in the light they receive, and will 
communicate to others the precious truth.”                                                                                                              
Ellen G. White to J. E. White, Letter 86, Sept. 25, 1895; in 1888 Materials, pp. 1455-1456.

Ellen White’s Endorsement of 
Camp meetings  



The Story of John F. Bahler 



John F. Bahler Story 



John F. Bahler Story  
“The intense suffering which followed for two long 
months…. At the end of this time I was enabled to open 
my eyes, when the painful knowledge came to me that I 
was blind. My father employed one oculist after another 
in the vain hope of restoring my sight, until destitution 
stared us in the face.

“In the operations thus performed upon my eyes I suffered much. At one time I 
had so far recovered sight as to be able to distinguish colors; but the oculist, in 
attempting to remove the film that had gathered over the eyes, cut directly into 
the pupil and thus destroyed the sight…. (cont.) 



“In the first wild anguish of my young life, when realizing for the first time 
that darkness was my doom, that there was no more bright sunshine for 
my poor eyes, I sought God’s help upon my bended knees for the first time 
in my life, and my petition was for sight. 

“Physical sight I did not obtain; but the eyes of my mind became 
enlightened in a measure, so that I saw myself an offender before God, lost 
without Christ. I realized my condition so forcibly that, in guilt and shame, 
I fell from my kneeling posture to the floor.”                                                                    
John F. Bahler, Thrilling Incidents in the Life and Experience of John F. Bahler (Blind Man) [Self-published, 
1888], pp. 5-9.

John F. Bahler Story  



John F. Bahler Story  



John F. Bahler Story  



John F. Bahler Story  



John F. Bahler Story  



John F. Bahler Story  



John F.Bahler Story  



“The great work of the gospel is not to close 
with less manifestation of the power of God 
than marked its opening. The prophecies 
which were fulfilled in the outpouring of the 
former rain at the opening of the gospel, 
are again to be fulfilled in the latter 
rain at its close. (cont.)

John F. Bahler Story a 



“Here are ‘the times of refreshing’ to which the 
apostle Peter looked forward when he said, 
‘Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that 
your sins may be blotted out [in the 
investigative Judgment], when the times of 
refreshing shall come from the presence of the 
Lord; and he shall send Jesus.’ [Acts 3:19, 20.] 
(Cont.)

John F. Bahler Story  



“Servants of God, with their faces lighted up 
and shining with holy consecration, will 
hasten from place to place to proclaim the 
message from Heaven. By thousands of 
voices, all over the earth, the warning will be 
given. Miracles will be wrought, the 
sick will be healed, and signs and 
wonders will follow the believers.”                                       
Ellen G. White, The Great Controversy, 1888 ed., pp. 611-612.

John F. Bahler Story  



“In the early spring of 1891, while connected 
with the Los Angeles, Cal., Bible school, brother 
Bahler and family spent several weeks with us, 
during which time his blindness was often a 
subject of conversation; and being interested in 
the study of medicine, I paid special attention to 
the condition of the stumps, which was all that 
was left in the sockets, from which the entire ball 
of each eye had been removed. (cont.)

John F. Bahler Story  

Otho C. Godsmark



John F. Bahler 
Story  

“He [Brother Bahler] stated at 
that time that it was his belief, if 
he remained faithful to the end, 
that during the special 
outpouring of the latter rain, his 
eyes would be restored, citing 
John 9:3.” Otho C. Godsmark, quoted in J. 
F. Bahler, “The Lord Blesses a Faithful 
Servant,” Review and Herald, Nov. 7, 1893, p. 705.
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